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C L E A R  WAT E R  C U R R E N T S  

December 2018 Newsle tte r  

What is in the Meaning of Advent 
You are probably already getting into the Christmas spirit by listening to Christmas carols. 

I love them too! But there is something else you can do now to enter into the joy of 

Christmas: celebrate Advent. Advent starts Sunday, December 2, and underscores the 

Hope, Joy, Peace, and Love that is ours because Jesus was born. 

 

The word “Advent” means "coming,” and there are three meanings of “coming” that 

Christians celebrate in Advent. The first happened about 2000 years ago when Jesus 

came into the world as a baby. The second can happen now as Jesus wants to come into 

your life. The third will happen when Jesus comes back to the world as King and Judge. 

 

John Piper has written an Advent devotional available for free at https://

www.desiringgod.org/books/good-news-of-great-joy. It is titled Good News of Great Joy: 

Daily Readings for Advent and contains 25 short devotional readings beginning December 

1 and going through Christmas Day. I encourage you to download this free resource and 

use it to put Jesus at the center of your holiday season. 

 - - Pastor Mike Merriner 

Click to download 

https://www.desiringgod.org/books/good-news-of-great-joy
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/good-news-of-great-joy
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/good-news-of-great-joy
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/good-news-of-great-joy
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December 9, Sunday, 11:30 1pm and 

December 13, 6-7pm 

 

Enjoy meal with your church family. The 

church will provide the main course. If your 

last name starts with A-M, bring a side dish. 

If your last name starts with N-Z, bring a 

dessert.  

Contact Steve Gordon @ 907-441-4572 

Wendler Christmas Gifts due  

Dec 13 (Thursday) or 16 (Sunday) 

 

This will be Clear Water’s 5th year to 

provide Wendler families Christmas gifts. 

We will bless Wendler families who are in 

need this season. Cards of family members 

will be available for pick up soon. Return 

new items in a gift bag with a personalized 

card by December 16. 

Thursday Night Worship 

 

December 13 - We will be at First Congregational Church due to 

space conflicts at Wendler Middle School. Also there is a Fellowship 

Meal 6-7pm.  (See above.) 

December 27 - No service 

AROUND THE BEND 

Men’s Bonfire Breakfast - December 8, 8-9 am 

2027 Duke Drive 

 

Enjoy a hot breakfast outdoors next to a lake with other great men 

from the church. There’s a fire pit, but dress warmly. Stick around 

afterwards and hockey.  

Contact Steve Gordon @ 907-441-4572 for details. 
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Kids’ Christmas Puppet Show - Dec 16 
Solstice Tree Tour at Kincaid - Dec 16 

Christmas Eve Service - Dec 24, 5:30 PM 

Pancake Breakfast & Worship - Dec 30  

(Family event, so no children church) 

RECENT MINISTRY REPORT 

Wendler Thanksgiving Dinners 

 

We provided not only 13 Thanksgiving baskets to Wendler Middle 

School families, but an additional 2 fully cooked Thanksgiving 

meals to families living in a motel. Thank you to all who donated 

turkeys, stuffing, potatoes, gravy, cranberry sauce, green beans, 

rolls, butter, pies, and prayers. Megan Moore led getting all of the 

meals sorted and packed along with Carole Moore (her mom), Kim 

Burgess, and Amy Martin. And a special thank you to Jed and Carly Wade of Bearpaw River 

Brewery who stored the turkeys in their walk-in refrigerator while they thawed out. This was the 

first year Clear Water Church provided baskets to Wendler families.  

Men’s 24-hour Getaway - November 16-17  

 

The men folks enjoyed Kenai Lake, walking the beach, studying the Bible, and eating good 

food. Chainsaws and axes were also part of the action. Thank you Steve Gordon for leading 

this getaway. 



 

 Clear Water Church, Anchorage, AK - December 2018 - page 4 

Socks of Love - November 25 

 

The elementary kids filled 24 pairs of 

socks fin November with small 

toiletries, granola bars and hand 

warmers that we collected as 

donations. Ken and Andrea 

McCormack, who have worked closely 

with the Downtown Soup Kitchen 

Hope Center, spoke to the kids about 

how the socks would help those in need. Then the kids wrote cards 

with the socks and tie Clear Water Church tags on each pair. The socks will be passed out to 

the homeless over the Christmas season, for those who picked them up the following Sunday. 

Thank you Elementary kids for your service to the homeless. 

Prayers and Speedy Recovery 

 Andrea McCormick and Roxanne Goulet 

CARE CONCERNS 

John Stott’s Morning Prayer 

 

Heavenly Father,  

I pray that this day I may live in your presence and please you more and more. 

Lord Jesus,  

I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you. 

Holy Spirit,  

I pray that this day you will fill me with yourself and cause your 
fruit to ripen in my life: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

Young Adult Connect -  
Thursdays, 8:30 PM, 2027 Duke Drive 

The last connect of 2018 is December 13.  

We’ll restart January 24, 2019. 
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A Prayer Group is starting on Tuesdays at 8am. Location to be 

determined. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 says, “pray without ceasing”. Lets bring our 

petitions and thanks before the Lord together. Come and intercede 

for unbelievers, pray for our leaders, receive prayer for life’s battles. 

Open to anyone. Contact Katie Nash @ 907-310-4117 for details. 

 

Most Journey groups will be taking the month of December off starting back up in January. 

Contact Journey Group leaders for meeting times. Click here for a list of Journey Groups and 

leaders. 

 

Journey Groups are the best way to connect with others and grow together spiritually. Most 

meet weekly in homes and are focused on a Bible study or a discussion of the current sermon 

series.  

JOURNEY GROUPS 

IF:Table  

This is a new women’s mentoring ministry called IF:Table. A 

group of up to six women meet once a month for two hours to 

explore the exciting possibilities of the truths about God and 

how to apply them to their lives. A group leader facilitates 

four questions at each meeting. There is no preparation, no 

books; it is just you showing up. Currently, we have 8 groups. We are looking for two more 

women to form another group. Want to jump in? Contact Ella Embree @ 907-795-6604. New 

groups are forming all the time. 

Perspective Course 

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement is a 15-week course designed to be a catalyst 

for Christian engagement in God's heart for the nations. Biblical, historical, cultural, and 

strategic perspectives are explored by the class instructors whose wealth of experience 

provide a glimpse into how God works in our world and by a comprehensive reader filled with 

captivating articles. Students should expect their lives to be ruined for the ordinary! 

 

When:  Monday Nights, January 14-May 6, 6-9pm 

Where:  Radiant Church, 3102 Boniface Pkwy 

Register online:  www.perspectives.org 

Register by Dec. 31 for the best price. 

https://www.clearwater.church/journey-groups
http://www.perspectives.org
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Congratulations to our November Memory Verse Challenge winners! 

Anne Barnett, Eva Whitson, Joy Merriner and Austin Merriner 

December’s Memory Verse is Luke 2:10-11  

MEMORY VERSE CHALLENGE  

The BIGGER Memory Verse Challenge 

Research shows that Bible engagement is the most 

effective way to grow spiritually. Let’s have some fun 

increasing the competition for the memory verse challenge 

each month. 

Enter the BIGGER Memory Verse Challenge. The rules 

are: Enter the monthly Memory Verse Challenge at least 6 

different months September through April 2019. You must 

truly know at least 6 of the monthly verses and enter your name each of those months. 

Whether or not your name gets drawn for the monthly prize, you will be entered in the grand 

prize drawing. 

 

What are the grand prizes? For those 13 and over, a $500 Alaska airlines voucher. For those 

12 and under, a iPad and Amazon gift card. 

The grand prize drawing will be showcased via Facebook video in early May. 

Due date for next edition of Currents is December 27  

Send articles and photos to cwcoffice13@gmail.com 

Give Us Your Feedback - What do you think about Currents, Clear Water Church’s newsletter? What 

would you like added? Click here and let us know. We welcome your input.  

www.clearwater.church 

Facebook.com/clearwaterchurchak 

Follow us on Instagram 

Get the Clear Water Church App for Apple and Android devices. Search for “clear water 

church ak” in the Apple and Google store. It’s free. Have easy access to sermons, the memory 

verse, online giving, events, Bible, a daily Bible reading plan and more. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

https://www.clearwater.church/mv
https://www.clearwater.church/mv
mailto:cwcoffice13@gmail.com?subject=News%20Articles%20and%20Photos
mailto:cwcoffice13@gmail.com?subject=Currents%20eNewsletter%20Feedback
https://www.clearwater.church/
https://www.facebook.com/clearwaterchurchak/
https://www.instagram.com/

