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May 2019 Newslet ter  

CLEAR WATER 

AROUND THE BEND 

Softball Season - Games start May 6 

The season kicks off with both of Clear Water Teams playing 

against each other. 

Let's make some noise and cheer on our teams. 

Contact Clear Water coaches Greg Balcao at 310-7026 or Brian 

Whitson at 268-8659 if you want to play, especially women! 

 

May's Softball Schedule: 

May 6 Clear Water 1 Clear Water 2 Albrecht 4 6:30 pm vs. 

May 13 Clear Water 2 Crossing Too Albrecht 3 6:30 pm vs. 

May 13 Hillside Clear Water 1 Albrecht 4 7:35 pm vs. 

May 20 People of Hope Clear Water 2 Albrecht 4 7:35 pm vs. 

May 20 Clear Water 1 The Ambassadors Albrecht 3 8:40 pm vs. 

Jun 3 Clear Water 2 10 Plagues Albrecht 3 7:35 pm vs. 

Jun 3 Clear Water 1 Anchor Park UMC Albrecht 4 8:40 pm vs. 

Noorvik Mission Team Informational Meeting  

Thursday, May 16 or Sunday, May 19  

We are looking for a few good men and women. If you are willing 

to have your comfort zone extended, your prayer life expanded, 

and you have a passion for sharing the gospel, the Noorvik 

Mission Trip may be for you! This is Clear Water's fifth annual trip 

to Noorvik. It will take place during the week of July 23-31. A short 

informational meeting for those interested will follow church 

service on May 16th and May 19th. For more information contact Greg Balcao at 310-7026, 

Melody Balcao at 310-3930 or Brian Whitson at  

268-8659. for more information. 
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Church Camp Out at Eklutna State Park 

Friday, May 24 starting at noon - Monday, May 27 at 11:00 

am 

Clear Water Church has reserved the large group campsite that 

is good for both RV's and tents. Come enjoy the woods, lake, 

trails, campfire, s'mores, canoes, slacklines, kubb, hammocks, 

ladder ball and campfire worship. There is no phone service, but 

a lot to-do. You provide your own meals. Stay for a day or two or 

the whole Memorial Day weekend! For more information contact 

James Embree at jamesembree@gmail.com. 

Membership Class - Sunday, May 19, 11:30 - 1:00pm 

At Wendler in Room 103 (the kitchen) 

Are you interested in becoming a member of Clear Water 

Church? Join James Embree for a one-hour class following the 

church service. RSVP with James at 315-3803 (call or text) or 

email him at jamesembree@gmail.com. Lunch will be provided. 

Child Dedication Day - Sunday, June 2  

A child dedication is a Christian ceremony that dedicates a child 

to God. During this ceremony, the parents also dedicate 

themselves to raising their child in a Christian manner with the 

understanding that salvation is the work of God. It also forms a 

covenant between the church and the families to support them in 

the raising of the children. (Deut. 6:4-9) 

Who is eligible: Any child that has not been dedicated. 

RSVP to Brian Whitson at 268-8659 or email him at 

cwcbrianwhitson@gmail.com. 

CARE CONCERNS 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Isaiah and Heidi Carlson and big 

brother Micah on the birth of Rachel Kim who arrived 

on April 11th. 

 

Condolences 

Gerard and Julie Farkas in the loss of his mother. 

Narda and Jay Butler in the loss of her mother. 

Kathy and Jay Rowe in the loss of her father. 

Mark and Jamie Johnson in the loss of his mother. 

mailto:jamesembree@gmail.com?subject=Campout
mailto:jamesembree@gmail.com?subject=Membership%20Class
mailto:cwcbrianwhitson@gmail.com?subject=Child%20Dedication
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SANDY VASQUEZ'S TESTIMONY 

People often ask, "How did you heal? How did you overcome the years of 

pain and fear? How did you forgive? Not I, but Christ in me. This pitiful, 

scared, and angry girl was crucified in Christ, I was reckoned, and I rose. I 

am no less dead than Christ who died, and I am no less alive than Christ 

who lives. I have scars but like Jesus, my grave clothes are left behind. I 

live because Christ lives in me.  ~ April 21, 2019 

Behind the production of Esther 

RECENT MINISTRY REPORT 

Children Ministry Puppet Show - April 7 

The story of Esther was told through shadow puppets handled by the puppeteers. Thank you, 
Steve Gordon and his crew! 

Good Friday Service - April 19 

Clear Water Church joined 11 other Anchorage churches 

to celebrate Good Friday at East High School. It was 

awesome to see so many of our church family there! 

There was singing and the events leading up to Good 

Friday were shared through Bible readings by several 

pastors, including our own, Mike Merriner. 
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Women’s Easter Cookie  

Decorating Class - April 20 

Ardy Robertson hosted this event for women in our 

church at 12100 Coffee & Communitas. Ladies 

decorated ten cookies, had goodies made by our 

inhouse pastry chef, Ardy, and had a fantastic time! 

There were many who got to taste these delicious and 

artistic cookies on Easter, that is if they weren't eaten 

before they got home! 

Women's Get-Away - April 26-27 

We are thankful for the generosity of Karen 

Gordon for having a place to connect with 

God and with other ladies in the Clear Water 

Church. The weather was stunning with the 

added blessing of good food cooked and 

prepared by Corrie Hruby and Ali Tolman. We 

shared with one another how God is stirring in 

our hearts. A big thank you to all those who 

participated. We hope to have dates for the 

next one soon. We love our community! 

L to R: Felicia Cassel, Ella Embree, Victoria 
Busig, Ali Tolman 

Front - Felicia Cassel, Melody Balaco, Victoria Busig,  
Teresa Walkush, Siri Owen, Corrie Hruby 

Back - Ali Gutacker, Ali Tolman, Hannah Paulson, Liz Paulson, 
Karen Gordon, Katie Wilson 

Hike to the top of the hill. 
And what is that I see?? 



 

 Clear Water Church, Anchorage, AK - May 2019 - page 6 

Easter Service - April 21 

We had 316 in attendance on Easter Sunday to celebrate Jesus resurrection. It was exciting to see 

so many adults and children. There was a photo booth for remembering the occasion, along with 

singing and the message of being Born into a Living Hope as a Christian. Thank you for the many 

volunteers who worked in the Children’s Ministry on Easter.  

Easter Children Ministries Team 

Easter Worship Team  

Pastor Mike and Wyatt Wade 

I wished I had a little chick 
rather than this rabbit. 

Staff 
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Passover at Joanna's 

Joanna Manwiller's Tuesday night Journey Group had a special evening of sharing and learning 

about the Jewish Passover meal. Chip and Ardy Robertson played mama and papa, the rest of 

the group were the children, with Joanna as the narrator. We did not have a full meal but a 

sampling of the elements. Each of the children had a part in explaining the ten plagues. Victoria 

Busig, Greg Pipal and Stephen Stralka had the special assignment of finding the hidden manna.   

The Young Adults meet every 

Thursday night following Church 

service. Before Easter, they had fun 

letting their creativity take hold while 

they decorated Easter eggs. This 

group of young adults are exciting 

and the group keeps on growing. Go Young Adults! 
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Robert Regalado has been selected for the US Naval Academy Summer STEM Program. 

 Robert came to the US 3 years ago from the Dominican Republic 

knowing no English. Now he is in the Honor Society and the Naval 

JROTC (Junior Reserve Officer Training Corp) with almost all A’s in 

10th grade at Service High School. He is active in his church, youth 

group and mission outreach to Noorvik along with community 

activities with JROTC. He also has received two promotions and is 

squad leader in this his first year in JROTC. These are the 

accomplishments and experiences that the applicants were judged 

on for the “United States Naval Academy Summer STEM Program“. 

 The US Naval Academy Summer STEM program is designed to 

encourage students to pursue a course of study in science, 

technology, engineering or mathematics. For one week at the Academy in Annapolis, Maryland 

they will create, build, and explore in world-class lab facilities and experience real-life application 

and learning with students from all over the U.S. Robert is one of 840 students chosen out of over 

5,000 applicants! 

 Lana Lofquist, his grandmother, will be traveling with Robert to Washington, DC in mid June. 

They hope to be able to visit a couple of museums, some monuments and hopefully tour the 

Capitol and maybe the Treasury where they say kids see money being printed faster than they 

Update on M and N S (serving in Italy) 

Walking around the tourist hot-spots of Italy, a person would see evidence of a long Christian 

history. Beautiful churches and religious art abound, and yet in 2015 in, a region in Italy, a law 

was passed stating that “any regularly repeated activity that leads to religion is only allowed in 

authorized structures that meet the requirements of the law.” The cities in the area have acted on 

this law and while the Italian constitution guarantees religious freedom, M and N's city has stated 

that it doesn’t have any new areas to designate for religious use, except those previously existing 

churches. This means that our brothers and sisters who meet in other buildings soon may be told 

they can no longer hold services. Church planters and friends of Clear Water Church, M & N S 

are part of “Light” church near this city. They are waiting to hear whether their church may be 

denied the ability to hold services in the building they’ve been using. The Ss have asked that we 

“please pray that in some way our situation might be used by God to establish a future legal 

climate in Italy where ‘non-recognized’ churches will be allowed to exist, multiply and thrive. Pray 

that many Italians will be among the myriad of those before the throne of Jesus in heaven.” 

ON MISSION REPORT 

A Bouquet of Flowers (or a box of chocolates) in Recognition 

 

Karen Gordon is a 2019 BP Teacher of 

Excellence! Karen is a kindergarten teacher at Northwood ABC School. 

She was one of five teachers in Anchorage honored by a surprised visit 

from ASD Superintendent Dr. Deena Bishop and Associate Director of 

Public Affairs for BP Alaska Tara Stevens. She was honored at an April 

24th ceremony. 
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can spend it! Please pray for God’s direction and provision in these plans. 

 Congratulations also go out to his parents John Lofquist and Maria Regalado de Lofquist and 

brother, Raynel Regalado. 

The due date for submissions to the next edition of Currents is May 23th. 

Send articles and photos to cwcoffice13@gmail.com 

Give Us Your Feedback - What do you think about Currents, Clear Water Church’s newsletter? What 

would you like added? Click here and let us know. We welcome your input.  

www.clearwater.church 

Facebook.com/clearwaterchurchak 

Follow us on Instagram 

Get the Clear Water Church App for Apple and Android devices. Search for “clear water church 

ak” in the Apple and Google store. It’s free. Have easy access to sermons, the memory verse, 

online giving, church events, the Bible, a daily Bible reading plan and more. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Fellowship Meals are Going Green 

We are asking our congregation to bring in old silverware - forks and spoons. 

We especially need forks. They will be used for our church meals. We need 

about 120 sets. You can drop-off your contribution at the offering table during 

each service. If it fits for you, Tuesdays at Value Village is Senior discount 

day. Our contact is Steve Gordon at 907-441-4572. Thank you to those who 

have contributed. 

MEMORY VERSE CHALLENGE  

Congratulations to our  

April Memory Verse Challenge winners! 

Leah Meyring, Jade Sheffrey, Ella Embree, Coltan Merriner 

May's Memory Verse is Colossians 3:1-2 

  

BIG CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  

BIGGER CHALLENGE WINNERS 

Congratulations to Ellen Whitson (12 and under) and Justin 

Meyring (13 and over), winners of this year’s Bigger Memory 

Verse Challenge!  The drawing took place via Facebook Live 

on May 5.  Watch it here for the details.    

mailto:cwcoffice13@gmail.com?subject=News%20Articles%20and%20Photos
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