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March 2020 eNewslet ter  

CLEAR WATER CURRENTS  

 

Focus on Easter 

As spring approaches it’s a good time to consider how we might help prepare 

our kids' hearts and minds to celebrate the gift of the cross. Whether you 

enjoy a good candy “peep”, the fun of coloring eggs as a family, filling a 

basket with treats, or prefer not to engage in the commercial activities of the 

season. It can be a challenge to find ways to teach the depth and importance 

of this day to our kids without losing their attention…..especially when 

bunny’s and eggs are greeting them at every grocery store entrance! 

If you’re feeling uncertain about what to say to your kids, consider the tips below, written by Lindsay 
Hawkes in an article titled “Talking to Children about Easter,” as you talk about Easter in the coming 
weeks. 

• Consider your child’s age, developmental stage and personality. Some children may be more 
sensitive to certain details than others. If you’re unsure about reading your children the entire 
Biblical account of the Easter story, use John 3:16 as your guide to explain what happened. 
Continue to build on the foundation you’ve set by adding more details about the story every year, 
or as you see fit. 

• Listen and answer your children’s questions honestly. Give them time to process what you’re 
sharing with them and don’t be afraid to tell them when you don’t know the answer. Even as 
adults, there are some things about Easter we still may not fully comprehend. 

• Engage them in activities that can help bring the truths of Easter to life. Get creative! Use real-
life scenarios, science experiments, skits or an Easter-themed book to help your kids understand 
forgiveness, sin, new life and salvation. 

• Explain to your children what Easter means to you. It can be easier to chat with your son or 
daughter when you focus on personal reflections. 

(From the Focus on the Family website https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/talking-to-

children-about-easter) 

Sometimes pairing an activity or craft with a meaningful conversation can help the subject stick while 
keeping kids thinking and engaged. Some examples that can be used in a family with a variety of ages 
are: 

• THE JELLY BEAN PRAYER Use jellybeans to review the Easter story: Red is for the blood He 

gave, Green is for the grass he made, Yellow is for the sun so bright, Orange is for the edge of 

night, Black is for the sins we made, White is for the grace he gave, Purple is his hours of sorrow 

and Pink is for our new tomorrow. 

• GODS LOVE OBJECT LESSON - This would be the perfect way to end February, the month of 

love, and begin the conversation of the cross: First, draw a heart towards 

the bottom of the paper towel. Talk about how without God, our hearts are 

empty. Then fill in the heart with red marker. Talk about how, when we 

accept Jesus into our hearts, He fills us. Then draw some hearts above 

the first heart. Talk about how there are other hearts in the world in need 

of love. Talk about how God wants us to share the love He gave us with 

others. Then place the bottom of the paper towel in the water. Talk about 

https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/talking-to-children-about-easter
https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/talking-to-children-about-easter
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how the water is God, and when we are in Him, we are able to share love. As the water is 

absorbed, you should see the red marker shifting up to the other hearts, filling them. Talk about 

how we can share love. Mention some practical ways, but emphasize that it must be through 

being saturated with God, not of our own strength. Simple, but effective, to talk about God’s love 

and the cross. 

May this season be rich as you share the true meaning of Resurrection Day with your kids. 
 Amy Martin, Children's Director 

 Amy.martin@clearwater.church 

 830-5711 

 Thursday Night Service is staying at Radiant Church  

7pm every Thursday at 3102 Boniface Pkwy 

The Church Elders have decided that Thursday Night service will be at Radiant Church going 

forward. We have been at Wendler Middle School on Thursday nights for over a year. During this 

time there has been interruptions due to school use of the space where we have had to find another 

location. Radiant Church became available and it is felt that having a permanent location will 

establish a stable location for us.  

This move has no impact on our Sunday service. On Sundays there are no conflicts with school 

activities. 

What is Lent All About?  

This Wednesday, February 26, is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the 

Lenten season in the Christian liturgical calendar. The season of Lent will 

last from Ash Wednesday until sundown on Holy Saturday. Lent ends and 

becomes a celebration on Easter morning as Christians begin to celebrate 

Jesus’ resurrection and the defeat of death. 

Lent lasts for six weeks, and the roughly 40 days of Lent mirror Jesus’ 40 

days in the desert where he endured temptation, fasted and prayed. And 

after which, He began his public ministry. Throughout history, Christians 

have observed Lent by fasting (typically in abstaining from the consumption 

of meat), or in more recent history, from surrendering a part of their daily lives with the purpose of 

better focusing our attention on Jesus. 

Lent lasts for six weeks, and the roughly 40 days of Lent mirror Jesus’ 40 days in the desert where he 

endured temptation, fasted and prayed. And after which, He began his public ministry. Throughout 

history, Christians have observed Lent by fasting (typically in abstaining from the consumption of 

meat), or in more recent history, from surrendering a part of their daily lives with the purpose of better 

focusing our attention on Jesus. 

Lent has been practiced in the Christian faith for millennia. An 

Ancient Latin text from the early 5th century, called Egerias’s 

Pilgrimage, accounts the travels of a Christian woman as she toured 

the Holy Land, keeping a travel journal for a community of Christian 

women back home. Egeria’s Pilgrimage includes an accounting of 

the Church in Jerusalem’s observance of Lent and Easter. In ancient 

Adam Weinert delivering  

the history of Lent. 

mailto:Amy.martin@clearwater.church
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Jerusalem, Egeria writes, the church fasted; some fasted for an entire week, eating only on the Lord’s 

Day, while others fasted as they could. Importantly, she wrote, “No one demands that anyone do 

anything, but all do as they can. No one is praised who does more, nor is the one who does less 

blamed.” 

Today, Lent is a season of preparation. It is a season of repentance, and reflection of our outer and 

inner life, to examine the passions and desires that war within us for our affections. Our scripture 

memory verse for this month from the Gospel of Mark is the gospel foundation for the Season of Lent. 

From Mark 8:34, we read: “Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”   

This theme is touched on in the Epistles, where in Galatians 5:24, the Apostle Paul, after listening the 

Fruit of the Spirit (the evidence of our new life in Christ), he writes that “Those who belong to Christ 

Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” ent is not a popular practice in our 

Protestant-Evangelical tradition. But it is a practice worth considering as we prepare for Easter. Lent is 

a unique time, where followers of Jesus can be intentional with their time, eliminating distractions, and 

focusing more on Jesus, his Word, and the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Lent allows us to lean 

more on Jesus as the “Author and Perfecter of our Faith” who is preparing us for a seat at His table, 

where one day feasting will replace fasting.  

Prayer & Praise Meeting - Sunday, March 1, 7 pm 

University Baptist Church, 4313 Wright Street 

Come and prepare your hearts and minds for Lent as we ask God to renew 
our desire for Him in this season. It will be an evening full of prayer and 
praise. We hope you will join us. 

Seek God for the City 2020 - February 26 to April 5 

Forty Days to Palm Sunday. 

During this Lenten season we are unifying our daily prayers with the 2020 Seek 

Good for the City booklet. Limited copies are available at Church on Thursday 

and Sunday. Or you can download the App for $1.99 on your Apple, Android or 

Kindle devices. Visit https:waymakers.org/pray/seek-good/app/.  

AROUND THE BEND 

JUSTIN MEYRING IS OUR ELDER CANDIDATE  

At the September 2019 church business meeting, the congregation elected a 

7-person nominating committee to find candidates to fulfill the remainder of 

Jon DeHart's term as elder. The nominating committee recommended Justin 

Meyring to the elders. The elders have spent the past few months further 

vetting Justin and training him in the duties of an elder. We are now ready to 

put Justin forward to the congregation for a vote, but before that happens we 

want to give you a chance to privately voice any support or concern that you 

might have about Justin. To do so, please contact the chairman of the board, Bill Burgess, at  

907-575-5566, within the next two weeks.  

https:waymakers.org/pray/seek-good/app/
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12-Week Conquer Series for Men - Tuesdays beginning March 

3, 6-8 pm at Ken McCormick's home.  

Now you can watch all 12 of the Conquer Series DVDs as well as 
experience group discussion and accountability. In this male-only 
journey group armor up for the fight for sexual purity in a porn-
saturated culture. Facilitators are Ken McCormick (345-2790) and 
Greg Moody (615-439-5050). Call and talk with Ken or Greg 
about this group. 

Welcome Lunch - Sunday, March 15, 12:00-1:30 pm 

Greg & Jill Moody's home 

This is a great opportunity to sit down to a lunch and visit with 

other new people to Clear Water Church, pastors and elders. 

Ask questions and get to know us! We want to put a face and a 

name together. So we may plan for food, please RSVP to 

either Mike Merriner, 727-1382 or James Embree, 315-3803. However, RSVP is not 

necessary. It is more important that you join us! Directions are in the bulletin. 

Membership Class - Sunday, March 8,11:30-1:00 pm 

Wendler Middle School, Room 103 (home ed room) 

If you would like to join Clear Water Church, attend the next 
membership class led by James Embree, pastor. 

Lunch will be provided and there will be an opportunity to interact and 

ask questions. If you have any question about this event please 

contact James at 315-3803 (call or text) or email him at james.embree@clearwater.church.  

Club68 - Every Tuesday, 6-8 pm at Lake Otis Elementary School. For 

6th-8th grade students.NO Club68 March 10 

They are studying the book of Romans, memorizing Bible verses, having 

food and fun every Thursday night. Contact Brian Whitson, Middle School 

Pastor, at 268-8659 or brian.whitson@clearwater.church. 

Fellowship Meal - Thursday, March 19, 6-6:50 pm at Radiant Church 

 Sunday, March 22, 11:30-12:30 at Wendler Middle School 

An informal church gathering around food. The church will provide the main 

dish with the help of our chefs Victoria Busig and Steve Gordon. Everyone else 

bring side dishes or desserts. Great time to socialize with others. 

mailto:james.embree@clearwater.church?subject=Membership%20Class
mailto:brian.whitson@clearwater.church?subject=Club68
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Seder Dinner - Thursday, April 9, 6:30-8:30 pm at 

Wendler Middle School.  

Clear Water Church will be hosting a Passover Seder Meal. 

This dinner will include teaching about the first Passover that 

was observed by the Hebrew slaves in Egypt and about how 

Jesus fulfilled the meaning of the Passover. It will be a great 

time to learn about this part of the story of God's work in the 

world. The program will be designed to be especially 

meaningful for those who have little knowledge of the gospel message. 

In order to offset some the cost of this event, we will be selling tickets for $10 starting in March. We 

hope you will buy extra tickets and invite your friends who are not yet followers of Jesus. 

Easter - April 12 
Weekend to Remember Marriage  

Conference – April 17-19 
Community Service Day  - April 26 

High School Youth Group - Every Wednesday, 6:30-8:30 pm. For 9h

-12th grade students.NO Youth Group March 11 

Contact Becky Butler at 244-2984 for more information. Click here for the 

2020 schedule and meeting places. 

Young Adults - Every Thursday, 8:30-10:30 pm at the Merriner's 

home. For those who define themselves as young adults. 

Connect with your peers over snacks or on the ice for hockey. Contact Mike 

Merriner at 727-1382 for more information. 

RECENT MINISTRY 

Conquer Series - The Battle Plan for Purity - January & February 

Clear Water Church showed videos from the Conquer Series to equip all 

of us in the fight for sexual purity and arm us with insight to help others 

who might be struggling. Even though the videos' target audience were 

men, there were many women who attended. We average around 50 

people over a 5-week period. Lunch was served. 

We had hoped a men's group would come out of this series and our prayers were answered. 

Beginning March 3, a new journey group will begin. See page 4 of this newsletter. 
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Suicide Education - Question, Persuade, Refer Course - February 4 

Eric Boyer and his wife, Lynnette, from the Alaska Mental 

Health Trust gave the participants ways to learn how to 

recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to 

question, persuade, and refer someone for help. Also many of 

the myths around suicide were dismissed. Anyone in a 

position to recognize a crisis and warning signs needs to know 

what to do, just like when a 

person goes into cardio 

arrest and we administer 

CPR. Suicide is not the "S" 

word. It is okay to talk about 

suicide. "Ask a Question. Save a Life." The person may not like you 

at the moment, but later they may thank you. 

Clear Water Church co-sponsored this course with Wendler Middle 

School. Principal Wilson, many teachers and Clear Water members 

attended this well worth course. 

Question the Person About Suicide 

Persuade the Person To Get Help 

Refer for Help 

Careline 877-266-HELP 

Call 24/7, 365 days a year 

 talk with a real person in Alaska 

Some Warning Signs of Suicide 

• Suicide threats 

• Previous suicide attempts 

• Alcohol and drug abuse 

• Statements revealing a desire to die 

• Sudden changes in behavior 

• Prolonged depression 

• Making final arrangements 

• Giving away prized possessions 

•  Purchasing a gun or stockpiling pills 

Risk factors 

• Past suicide 

attempts 

• Isolated 

• Access to guns, 

pills, etc. 

• Loss of a loved 

one to suicide 

Wendler Teacher Appreciation - February 12 

Each semester during student-parent-teacher conferences, we 

are blessed to be able to provide teachers on their long day of 

conferences with a meal. This year it was tacos bar. The 

teachers loved the food and being able to relax. As families 

came in for the student conferences, we give out books, bibles 

and highlighted our middle school ministry, Club68. 

Thank you to everyone who provided food, who served and helped in cleaning up. You are all 

treasures. Thank you to David Burgess who led this group.   

Free Burma Rangers Movie - February 24 & 25 

What a powerful movie about the Eubanks family and their ministry with 

the Burma Rangers. Many attenders coming out of the movie left saying 

"Wow." There were several showings - all sold out. Thank you Clear 

Water for showing your support by coming out.  
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CARE CONCERNS 

Prayers and Speedy Recovery 

Ryan Maxwell (Hayden Maxwell's brother) 

DeeDee Aanonson 

Jacquie Boone 

Condolences 

Chip and Ardy Robinson in the loss of his father.  

Karren and Wayne Svejnoha in the loss of her mother. 

  

Alaska Men’s Ministries Men’s Summit - February 21-23 

There were 24 men from Clear Water Church that 

attended the Men's Summit at Victory Bible Camp. 

The speaker Gene McConnell, founder and president 

of Authentic Relationships International, shared his 

experiences in "Embracing the Purpose and Power of 

Being A Man". As you can tell from the photos, 

everyone had fun! By the way, whose sled went the 

furthest? 

Team work of making cardboard sleds. This is very precise work. Will this fit us? 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

www.clearwater.church 

Facebook.com/clearwaterchurchak 

Follow us on Instagram 

Get the Clear Water Church App for Apple and Android devices. Search for “clear water church ak” 
in the Apple and Google store. It’s free. Have easy access to sermons, the memory verse, online giv-
ing, church events, the Bible, a daily Bible reading plan and more. 
 
Give Us Your Feedback - What do you think about Currents, Clear Water Church’s newsletter? What 
would you like added? Click here and let us know. We welcome your input. 
 

The due date for submissions to the next edition of Currents is March 19. 
Send articles and photos to admin@clearwater.church. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Clear Water staff now have unique email addresses. Please update your address book. 

 Mike Merriner – mike.merriner@clearwater.church 

 James Embree – james.embree@clearwater.church 

 Brian Whitson – brian.whitson@clearwater.church 

 Sofia Swan – sofia.swan@clearwater.church 

 Amy Martin – amy.martin@clearwater.church 

 Sabrina Merriner – sabrina.merriner@clearwater.church 

 Office (Louise Witt) – admin@clearwater.church 

2019 Contribution Statements were mailed out January 23rd.  If you have not received yours, 
contact Louise Witt at 206-683-8336 or admin@clearwater.church.  

THE MEMORY VERSE CHALLENGE 

Congratulations to  
February's Memory Verse Challenge Winners 

Anne Barnett, Ali Gutacker, Rhet Whitson  

March's Memory Verse is Mark 13:26-27- At that time 

people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 

power and glory. And he will send his angels and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 

ends of the heavens." 

The March's Memory Verse Challenge will be held 

Thursday, March 26 and Sunday, March 29 
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