
The Christmas Story.  !
This is the kid friendly version of the birth of Christ broken into daily readings.  There is one 
reading for each day in December.  As you read the Christmas story to your children ask them 
what the reading tells them about God- his promises,  how he accomplishes his will,  how he 
speaks to people.  Talk about what it would be like for Mary and Joseph to say “Yes”  to God’s 
plan.  !!!
1!
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth to tell Mary who was engaged to a man named Joseph.  
The angel said,  “Greetings,  The Lord is with you.”  Mary was afraid and wondered what was 
going on, but the angel said to her,  “  Do not be afraid Mary,  God is pleased with you.  You’re 
gonna have a baby boy and name him Jesus.  (Which means God saves)  (Luke 1: 26-33)!!!!
2!
Mary wondered how she could have a son since she was a virgin and not yet married.  The 
angel said that nothing is impossible with God and that the Holy Spirit would cause a child to 
start growing inside Mary.  Mary said that she was the servant of God and that whatever God 
wanted was fine with her.    (Luke 1: 34-38)!!!!
3!
Mary goes to visit her relative Elizabeth who is old enough to be her grandmother.  She and her 
husband were not able to have children until Gabriel came and told them that they would have a 
son.  As soon as Mary arrives the baby growing inside Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy.  (this 
baby would grow up to be John the Baptist)  Elizabeth told Mary:  “Blessed are you because you 
believed that what the Lord said would be accomplished.”  (Luke 1:39-45)!!!
4!
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and during that time she wrote this song:!
“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  for he has been mindful of 
the humble state of his servant.  From now on all generations will call me blessed,  for the 
Mighty One has done great things for me.  Holy is his name.  His mercy extends to those who 
fear him from generation to generation.  (Luke 1:46-56)!!!
5!
After Elizabeth had her baby Mary returned back home to Nazareth where Joseph discovered 
that Mary was pregnant by the Holy Sprit.  Because Joseph was a righteous man and did not 
Mary to be publicly disgraced he planning to just divorce her quietly.  That night the angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream saying:  “Do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife 
because she is pregnant by the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son and you are to give him 
the name Jesus,  because he will save his people from their sins.  (Matt.  1:18-21)!!!



6!
Josephs dream took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet (Isaiah 7:14) that:  
“The Virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and they will call him Immanuel which 
means,  God with us”  When Joseph woke up,  he did what the angle of the Lord had 
commanded him to do and took Mary home with him as his wife.  (Matt.  1: 22-25)!!!
7!
While Joseph and Mary were living in Nazareth,  Caesar Augustus issued a royal decree that a 
census should be taken throughout the Roman world.  Everyone had to return to his families 
home town to be counted.  (Luke 2:1-7)!!!
8!
Since Joseph was a descendant of David who was born in Bethlehem,  Joseph and Mary had to 
travel from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem.  A distance of almost 70 miles.  The town named 
Bethlehem literally means “house of bread”  and this is where the “bread of life”,  Jesus  was 
born.  This fulfilled the prophecy of Micah (Micah  5:2) that the Messiah would be born in this 
humble village.  (Luke 2:4-7)!!!!!
9!
When Joseph and Mary finally arrived in Bethlehem Mary was ready to give birth to Jesus,  but 
they could not find and inn where they could stay.  All the rooms were full.  They ended up 
staying in an animal barn.  !!!!
10!
As it got dark,  the time came for Mary to give birth to a baby boy whom they named Jesus (the 
light of the world came into the darkness).  Mary wrapped the tiny baby in rags and lay him in 
the animal feed bin called the manger because he had no bed.  !!!
11!
In the fields nearby there were shepherds who were keeping watch over their sheep because 
the newborn lambs could easily be attached by wild animals at night.  (Jesus was the lamb of 
God who was born in the village of Bethlehem).  Suddenly an angel appeared to them and said:  
“Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the 
town of David (Bethlehem)  a Savior has been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord.  “ (Luke 2: 
8-20)!!!
12!
Suddenly the dark night sky over Bethlehem was lit up and there was a huge crowd of angels all 
praising God and saying:  “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests. “  Wow!  was all the overwhelmed shepherds could say.  (the shepherds were the 



lowliest jobs that a person could have at that time… living outdoors and staying with the animals 
but God gave them the first invitation to see Jesus)!!!!!!
13!
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,  the shepherds said to one another,  Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has told us about.  So 
they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus lying in a manger just as the 
angel and told them.   They were amazed and told Mary and Joseph about what the angels had 
said.   (Luke 2:15-20)  !!!
14!
Mary smiled at the report that the shepherds told her.  She kept thinking about all the different 
messages she had received from God about the baby Jesus… First the angel who told her that 
she would bear God’s son,  then Elizabeth told her the same message,  then the angel who 
appeared to her husband,  Joseph… now the shepherds… Mary was wondering what does this 
all mean… !!!
15!
The shepherds returned to their fields glorifying and praising  God for all the things they had 
heard and seen which were just as they had been told.  They spread the word to everyone that 
they met about what they had been told concerning the baby Jesus that was born in Bethlehem.  !
(Luke 2: 15-20)!!!!
16!
Eight days after Jesus was born,  Mary,  Joseph and Jesus traveled to the nearby city of 
Jerusalem where the temple was so that they could dedicate their first born son,  Jesus to the 
Lord.  There they made an sacrifice to the Lord, ( two turtle doves because they were poor)  for 
Mary’s purification according to the law.  (Luke 2:21)!!!!!
17!
Mary and Joseph took baby Jesus into the temple courts to be circumcised as the law required.   
There they met an old priest named Simeon who was moved by the Holy spirit to be in the 
temple courts that day.  He  had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until his 
eyes had seen the promised Messiah.  When he took the little baby in his arms tears filled his 
eyes as he said:  “Sovereign Lord, as you promised ,  you can now dismiss you servant in 
peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation,  which you have prepared in the sight of all 
people.  A light or the revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.  (Luke 
2:25-32)!



18!
Just then an old widow named Anna who never left the temple,  but served God by fasting and 
praying came up to Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus.  She gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Israel.  (Luke 2:36-38)!!!!
19!
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem there was a bright star in the night sky (a light to the 
gentiles)  which some wise learned men (called Magi)   from another  country had seen. 
Somehow they were led to believe that a new king of the Jews was coming so they traveled to 
Jerusalem to get information as to where the king was to be born.  (Matt 2:  1-6)!!!!
20!
When King Herod (the present king of the Jews)  heard what the wise men had said he called 
together the chief priests and teachers of the law to find out where the Messiah would be born.  
In Bethlehem they replied for that is what the prophet has written.  “But you,  Bethlehem,  in the 
land of Judah,  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah:  for out of you will come a 
ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel. “  (Matt 2: 1-8)  !!!!
21!
Herod then called the wise men to meet with him secretly to find out the exact time the star 
appeared.  He wanted them to make a careful search for the child and as soon as they found 
him to report back to him quickly so that he could go and worship him. (really he was planning to 
kill the child)  !
(Mt. 2:7-12)!!!
22!
So with this information,  the wise men head off to Bethlehem a short distance away  looking for 
the child that was born. As it got dark they again saw the star (a light to the gentiles) which  
guided them to the place where Jesus was.  On coming to the house they saw Jesus with his 
mother and they bowed down and worshiped him.  Then they opened their treasures to him,  
gifts of  Gold,  incense and Myrrh.  (this is the first acceptance of Jesus by the Gentiles)  !
(Mt. 2:7-12)!!!!!
23  The wise men stay in Bethlehem and visited with Mary and Joseph who told them about 
Jesus.  But the night before they were to leave Bethlehem they were warned in a dream not to 
go back to Herod so the next morning they decided to return to their country by another route.  !
Mt. 2:7-12)  !!!



!!!!!!
24!
The night after the wise men left to return home,  while Joseph was sleeping an angel appeared 
to him in a dream.  The angel said:  Get up take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.  !
Stay there until I tell you,  for Herod is going to search for the child and kill him.  So Joseph got 
up that very night and took Mary and Jesus and began the 75 mile journey to Egypt where they 
stayed until the death of Herod. (this fulfilled another prophecy about the Messiah:  “out of Egypt 
I called my son.”  Hosea 11:1)!
(Mt.  2: 13-18)  !!!!!
25!
After Herod died,  an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.  “Get up,  take the child 
and his mother and go the to the land of Israel,  for those who were trying to take his life are 
dead.  So he got up and took Jesus and Mary to Nazareth.  So was fulfilled the prophets spoke,    
“He will be called a Nazarene.”  (The word Nazareth comes from the Hebrew word meaning 
“branch”  (nezer) It is one of the metaphors for the Messiah (Isa 11:1,  Jer 23:5,  Zech 3:8,  !
(Mt. 2:19-23)!!!!!!!!!!!!


