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June 2019 Newslet ter  

CLEAR WATER CURRENTS  

Access 

As I think about what God is doing at Clear Water, I think of access.  

First of all, God has given us access to the throne by His blood.  This 

access allows me/us to call upon Him any time.  This is a comfort and 

a challenge to me to be seeking Him more. This seeking happens 

alone in my quiet time, but also in community.  Two recent examples 

were: a group prayer by both softball teams after our hard-fought 

game together, and a prayer of thanksgiving with other campers at 

our group campsite at Eklutna this weekend. 

Jesus has also provided access to His creation in any number of venues.  From our one little 

Clear Water camping group, there was one group (me included) that opted for a bike ride 

around the lake.  Another group decided to go for a hike up the Twin Peaks trail, while a third 

donned backpacks and sought up some of the inviting Chugach mountains that were calling.  

I think I say one guy putting his fishing pole away trying for some grayling that were calling.  

And this is still an early weekend in our amazing Alaskan home.   

Maybe one of my favorite parts of this Memorial Day camping experience was the easy 

access that I noticed that the Clear Water had with each other as we sat and chatted around 

the various campfires.  Multiple families playing word Pictionary, brats and other hotdogs 

roasted and shared with any passers-by, and easy conversations going on demonstrating a 

love of Jesus and each other.   

This last weekend was one opportunity that provided access to community, to fellowship and 

the breaking of bread, and to loving each other.  Where do you see God opening up access 

for you this summer: perhaps the Parent’s Park Day (next one on June 27), or our 4
th
 of July 

BBQ at Russian Jack Springs Park, or something more adventurous like the Overnight 

Backpacking on July 5-6.  The possibilities are limited by your imagination. Whatever you do, 

don't miss out! Take advantage of the access provided by our amazing God! 

 Greg Balcao 
 907.310.7026 
 gbalcao@gmail.com 
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Around the Bend 

Child Dedication Day - Sunday, June 2 & 16  

A child dedication is a Christian ceremony that dedicates a child to 

God. During this ceremony, the parents also dedicate themselves 

to raising their child in a Christian manner with the understanding 

that salvation is the work of God. It also forms a covenant between 

the church and the families to support them in the raising of the 

children. (Deut. 6:4-9) 

Who is eligible: Any child that has not been dedicated. 

RSVP to Brian Whitson at 268-8659 or email him at 

 cwcbrianwhitson@gmail.com. 

Middle School Summer Fun - Tuesday, June 11 and 25, 5pm - 8pm 

1918 Bartlett Drive (the Whitson's home) 

Students who will be in 6th, 7th, or 8th grades this fall are invited. Play lawn games, cook s'mores 
on a bonfire, eat hot dogs. Contact Brian Whitson at 268-8659 for more information. 

Junior High Outdoor Club - June 3-7, 9am - 4pm 

Five days of fun and adventure. This is for students going into 7th 
and 8th grades. Cost is $10 per day. Register at 
www.clearwater.church/events. 

Schedule: 
June 3 - Field games at the Park Strip 

June 4 - Hike Winner Creek Trail and cross gorge with 
hand tram 

June 5 - Canoeing and water games at Mirror Lake 
June 6 - Scavenger hunt in downtown Anchorage 

June 7 - Disc golf at Kincaid Park 
 

 Contact Tracie Berkland at 202-4005 for more information. 

High School Summer Fun - Wednesday, June 12 and 
26, 7pm-9pm, 
2027 Duke Drive (the Merriner's home) 

Students who will be in high school next year are invited. 
Play lawn games and ride in a canoe. Dessert will be 
provided. The primary goal of these events is to have fun 
and build relationships, but we'll also enjoy a brief devotional 
and prayer time. 

mailto:cwcbrianwhitson@gmail.com?subject=Child%20Dedication
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July 4 BBQ - Thursday, July 4, 5pm - 8pm 

Russian Jack Springs Park, 801 Pine Street 

Celebrate Independence Day with our church family. The 
church will provide BBQ, drinks, paper products and eating 
utensils. You bring a side dish to share, camp chairs, and 
whatever lawn games you enjoy. 

There will be no Thursday night service on July 4th. 

Young Adult Connect - Every Thursday, 8:30-10pm 

2027 Duke Drive (the Merriner's home) 

Spend time with other young adults. Enjoy food, volleyball, s'mores over a fire, Tim Tam 
slamming, and good old friendly conversation. 

Change for Life - Father's Day, June 16 - baby bottles due 

This year we are joining with the Community Pregnancy Center 
in their Change for Life baby bottle campaign. Between Mother's 
Day and Father's Day, fill the baby bottle up with your spare 
change, cash or a check (payable to CPC). Return the baby 
bottle back to the church on June 16th. We will deliver the 
bottles to CPC. 

Welcome Lunch - Sunday, June 23, 5pm - 8pm 

2069 Duke Drive (Greg & Jill Moody's home) 

Welcome lunches provide newer folks a chance to meet church 
leaders and other people new to Clear Water. You also get your 
questions about the church answered in a small group setting. 
Lunch is provided. RSVP to Louise Witt at 
cwcoffice13@gmail.com or 206-683-8336. 

Women's Backpacking Trip - Friday-Sunday, June 28-30 

Enjoy two nights in the Chugach with a group of Clear Water 
Women. Start off on Friday afternoon and hike back to Williwaw 
Lakes. This is one of the more popular backpack trips for 
Anchorage residents, with over nine lakes, including one in its 
own cul-de-sac, and two inside a mountain pass. The scenery is 
incredible with abundant waterfalls, mountain peaks, and lakes 
everywhere, all connected by a cascading creek. Contact: Tracie 
Berkland 202-4005 

Parents' Day in the Park - Thursday, June 27, 10:30am - 12pm 

David Green Memorial Park, 3681 MacInnes Street 

Bring your kids and come connect with other Clear Water parents at the 
park this summer! This will just be a casual time of play for the kids and 
connection for the parents. Contact Amy Martin at 830-5711 for more 
information. 

Charlotte Ross & Zoey Owen 

mailto:cwcoffice13@gmail.com?subject=Welcome%20Lunch
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Global Leadership Summit - Thursday-Friday, 
August 8-9, 8:30am - 4pm 

Community Covenant Church, Eagle River 

The Global Leadership Summit is a Thursday-Friday event featuring 

fresh, actionable and inspiring leadership content from a world-class 

faculty. Everyone has influence. No matter where your influence is - in your family, school, work or 

church - you are invited to join 405,000 of your peers to learn how to maximize it. You can get more 

information about the Summit at https://www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/.  

The cost for Clear Water Church attendees is $109 until June 25 (after the cost is $139). Clear Water 

Church is a partner church and receives a discount. When you register, use the code 19PRTORG and 

state that your church is Clear Water Church, PO Box 91100, Anchorage, AK 99509. 

Overnight Backpacking - July 5-6 

Young Adult Camping & Climbing - July 12-14 

Community Service Day - July 27 

Watch the website and church bulletin for more 

details. 

Summer Event Catalog  

Lots is happening this summer at Clear Water Church. Pick up a catalog at the 
information table at church. 

Let's Play Ball!! 

Make some noise and cheer on our teams! Contact Clear Water 

coaches Greg Balcao at 310-7026 or Brian Whitson at 268-8659 if you 

want to play. Our teams are co-ed, so come on women! 

 Team Time Field 

June 3 CWC 2 6:30 pm Albrecht 4 Field 

 CWC 1 7:35 pm Albrecht 3 Field 

June 10 CWC 2 6:30 pm Albrecht 4 Field 

 CWC 1 7:35 pm Albrecht 3 Field 

June 17 CWC 2 6:30 pm Albrecht 3 Field 

 CWC 1 7:35 pm Albrecht 4 Field 

June 24 CWC 1 6:30 pm Albrecht 3 Field 

 CWC 2 7:35 pm Albrecht 4 Field 

July 1 CWC 1 6:30 pm Albrecht 4 Field 

 CWC 2 7:35 pm Albrecht 4 Field 

https://www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/
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Opportunities to Reach Out to Others 

 

Have you been wanting to give your kids the experience of 

serving the homeless but haven't made it happen yet? 

Are you trying to figure out what you are going to do with the 

kiddos now that they are out or soon out of school for the 

summer? 

Have you thought, " wouldn't it be nice to do something meaningful and have the kiddos gain new 

skills?" 

Then volunteering with your children can be for you! You have no children, then you can volunteer 

yourself. 

With their parent or guardian, they welcome babies in packs (on your front or back) and children 

over 5 years that can follow basic kitchen safety rules to help out in our kitchen during food 

processing, lunch meal prep and lunch and dinner service. 

For volunteering with younger kids, the Hope Center has some options for you to consider with 

shorter time blocks, based on the time of day : 

 9-11 am or 10-Noon, working on a special project 

 Noon-1:30 pm serving lunch 

 5:45-7 pm serving dinner 

The Hope Center have enjoyed working side by side with their volunteers and their children and 

look forward to those interested in signing up for participating this summer! If this interests you, 

sign-up now by clicking on this link https://www.downtownhopecenter.org/sign-up  

There are several at Clear Water Church who volunteer at the Downtown Hope Center. Come 
share this experience and become another important volunteer. 

Religious Volunteer Orientation - Monday, June 11, 6:30-8:30pm  
Anchorage Baptist Temple, Room 207 

The Chaplaincy Programs Office has scheduled a religious volunteer orientation for new 
volunteers. This program provide religious services to those behind bars. The training is for new 
volunteers. In the training there will be discussion on important issues, rules and regulations, and 
other vital information related to your prison ministry involvement. 

Please RSVP to Stephanie Reese, Chaplaincy Programs, at stephanie.reese@alaska.gov or call 
(907) 269-7414 so that we are able to prepare sufficient amount of training materials.  

Blood Drive - Sunday, June 9, 9am-4pm  
Wendler Middle School/First Congregational Church 
parking lot on Northern Lights Blvd 

Donate in the LIFEMobile to save as many as three lives! 

This event is held with First Congregational, Clear Water 

Church and Faavae Fou. Call the Blood Bank of at Alaska 

222-5630 to schedule your appointment today.  

https://www.downtownhopecenter.org/sign-up
mailto:stephanie.reese@alaska.gov?subject=Religious%20Volunteer%20Orientation
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Congratulations to our 2019 Graduates 

Donnie Blevins 

• Robert Service High School 

• Enlisted into the Navy and plans to be 

on a submarine or be a Navy diver. 

• Parent: Donna Blevins 

Natalia Menchinsky 

• Grace Christian School 

• Will be attending UAA  

• Parents: Joseph & Jeanette Menchinsky 

Autumn DeHart 

• Alaska Middle College 

• Graduated Cum Laude with an 

Associates of the Arts Degree 

• Will be attending Fort Lewis 

College in Colorado majoring in 

Adventure Education  

• Parents: Jon & Cassie DeHart 

Grey Chalder 

• UAA - Anchorage (2018) 

• Bachelor Degree in 

Mechanical Engineering 

Dalan Merriner 

• UAA - Anchorage (2018) 

• Bachelor Degree in 

Mechanical Engineering 

• Working as a civil 

engineer at Alaska 

DOT&PF 
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Congratulations to our 2019 Graduates 

Aubrey Swammy 

• University of Alaska, Anchorage 

• Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 

Elementary Education 

• Commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 

Air Force. Next Spring will be flight school. 

Liz Paulston 

• University of Alaska, Anchorage 

• Associates Degree in Accounting 

• Working as a Staff Accountant  

Nelson Vasquez 

• UAA - Anchorage 

• Certificate - Radiologic Technology Program 

• Working at Alaska Native Hospital and 

Anchorage Fracture & Orthopedic Clinic 

• Spouse: Sandy Vasquez 

Jessee Tompkins 

• Grace Christian School 

• Will be attending Colorado Mesa 

University 

• Parents: Tom & Deborah Tompkins 
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Prayers for Recovery 

Scott Koerber - recovery from shoulder surgery 
 

Condolences 

Nelson and Sandy Vasquez in the loss of his mother. 

Care Concerns 

Recent Ministry Report 

Bike to Work - Friday, May 17  

Clear Water Church hosted a Bike to Work station at Goose Lake Park. We handed out muffins, 
oranges, bacon (BACON!) and juice. We had approximately 150-200 riders from 6am to 9am. The 
weather was fantastic, and we were able to tell about our Thursday night service. Thank you to 
Ella and James Embree, Ali Gutaker, Liz Paulston, Kathy Rowe, and Louise Witt for the donated 
breakfast snacks and for greeting the riders.  

Welcome to our new Children's Admin, Keari Harris! 

Keari moved to Alaska last July and has been attending Clear 
Water since January. She'll be teaching first grade at Taku 
elementary starting this fall and assisting Amy Martin in the 
children's department part time. We are excited to have her join 
our staff! 

New On Staff 

Memory Verse Challenge 

Congratulations to our  

May Memory Verse Challenge winners! 

Leah Meyring, Jade Sheffrey 

June's Memory Verse is 1 Peter 3:15-16 

https://www.clearwater.church/mv
https://www.clearwater.church/mv
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Campout at Eklutna Lake State Park – May 24-27  

Clear Water Church reserved the large group campsite to 

accommodate both RV’s and tents. Over the weekend we had 

about 50 people who came out for the campout. We had bonfires 

(burned through a half cord of wood), camaraderie, hikes, 

devotionals, exploring, sunshine and rain, games and a lot of fun. 

"I Love You" 
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Parents' Play Day - May 29 

Where kids can play. And parents can enjoy other parents.  

The due date for submissions to the next edition of Currents is June 21st. 

Send articles and photos to cwcoffice13@gmail.com 

Give Us Your Feedback - What do you think about Currents, Clear Water Church’s newsletter? What 

would you like added? Click here and let us know. We welcome your input.  

www.clearwater.church 

Facebook.com/clearwaterchurchak 

Follow us on Instagram 

Get the Clear Water Church App for Apple and Android devices. Search for “clear water church 

ak” in the Apple and Google store. It’s free. Have easy access to sermons, the memory verse, 

online giving, church events, the Bible, a daily Bible reading plan and more. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
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